Platelet Abnormalities in the Oral Maxillofacial Surgery Patient.
Platelet abnormalities result from a wide range of congenital and acquired conditions, which may be known or unknown to patients presenting for oral maxillofacial surgery. It is critical to obtain a thorough history, including discussion of any episodes of bleeding or easy bruising, to potentially discern patients with an underlying platelet disorder. If patients indicate a positive history, preoperative laboratory studies are indicated, with potential referral or consultation with a hematologist. Appropriate preoperative planning may reduce the risk of bleeding associated with platelet dysfunction, potentially avoiding serious perioperative and postoperative complications.